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January 21, 2012

 

 Dear Prisoners, family and concerned citizens, 
 
Listed below is WEEK ONE of legislation/bills heard at General.  It is extremely important that WE ALL  be proactive in contacting their district state senator and house delegate in support or opposition of bills as stated below.   
Bills below that read Subcommittee recommends “passing by indefinitely” this DOES NOT mean the bill passed, it means the OPPOSITE; that the bill FAILED. 

   

Look Up: Who’s my legislator:  http://conview.state.va.us/whosmy.nsf/main?openform
2012 General Assembly Meetings

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+oth+MTG
Look up:  2012 Bills

http://legis.state.va.us/
House Bill (HB) – WE SUPPORT
 HB 16 Civil rights; automatically restored to certain persons for 

eligibility to register to vote. Gregory D. Habeeb |. Provides for the automatic restoration of civil rights to persons convicted of nonviolent felonies (excepting felony drug and election fraud crimes) upon completion of sentence, including any term of probation or parole, and the payment of all restitution, fines, costs, and fees assessed as a result of the felony conviction. 01/19/12  House: Subcommittee failed to recommend reporting (2-Y 3-N)

HB 162 Telephone services for incarcerated persons. Patrick A. Hope | . 

Authorizes the State Corporation Commission to exercise jurisdiction over rates and charges of telecommunication services that enable correctional inmates to originate calls at pay telephones or other telephones that are designated for prisoners' personal use. 01/18/12  House: Assigned MPPS sub: #3

HB 165 Conditional release of geriatric prisoners. Patrick A. Hope 

Allows any prisoner serving a sentence imposed for a felony offense, other than a Class 1 felony, who has reached the age of 60 or older to petition the Parole Board for conditional release without regard to the number of years of his sentence he has served. Current law allows a 60-year-old prisoner to petition the Board after serving at least 10 years and a 65-year-old prisoner to petition the Board after serving at least five years of his sentence. 01/18/12  House: 

​HB 397 Virginia Parole Board; exceptions to the Freedom of Information 

Act.  Patrick A. Hope  Requires guidance documents of the Board to be available as public records under the Freedom of Information Act. The bill has a delayed effective date to give the Freedom of Information Advisory Council an opportunity to review the legislation and report on its implementation. 01/19/12 
​
HB 420 Eligibility for TANF; drug-related felonies.  Vivian E. Watts  

Provides that a person who is otherwise eligible to receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families assistance shall not be denied assistance solely because he has been convicted of a felony offense of possession of a controlled substance provided he complies with all obligations imposed by the court and the Department of Social Services, is actively engaged in or has completed substance Abuse treatment, and participates in drug screenings. 01/10/12 House: Referred To Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions 

HB 485 Expungement of certain drug charges. Onzlee Ware.  Provides that 

any person who has been convicted of a charge of possession of marijuana or had a charge of possession of marijuana or other drug discharged and dismissed in Accordance with the provisions of § 18.2-251 more than five years prior to his Petition for expungement may file a petition setting forth the relevant facts And requesting expungement of the police records and the court records relating To the charge. The bill adds that the Department of Criminal Justice Services shall maintain a record of the expungement to be made available to any attorney for the Commonwealth upon request.01/16/12  House: Subcommittee recommends laying on the table by voice vote

​HB 435 Juveniles; certain persons imprisoned for felony offense 

eligible for parole.  Robert Tata .  Provides that any person sentenced to a 

term of imprisonment upon conviction of a felony offense who was a juvenile at the time of the commission of the offense is eligible for parole. 01/10/12  

House: Referred to Committee on Militia, Police and Public Safety

HB 436 Juveniles; certain persons imprisoned for life eligible for 

parole. Robert Tata |  Provides that any person sentenced to a term of life 

imprisonment upon conviction of a felony offense other than an offense set forth in Article 1 (§ 18.2-30 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2 (homicide offenses) who was a juvenile at the time of the commission of the offense is eligible for parole. This bill is in response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Graham v.Florida, 560 U.S. ___, 130 S. Ct. 2011, 2034 (2010), in which the Court held the "[t]he Constitution prohibits the imposition of a life without parole sentence on a juvenile offender who did not commit homicide." 01/18/12  House: Subcommittee recommends laying on the table by voice vote

HB 624 Sex offender registry; juvenile registration.: David B. Albo 

Requires registration on the sex offender registry for juveniles who were over the age of 13 at the time of the offense who were adjudicated delinquent on or after July 1, 2005, of rape, forcible sodomy or object sexual penetration. 01/10/12  House: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

HB 675 Grand larceny; threshold amount. Scott A. Surovell Increases 

from $200 to $500 the threshold amount of money or the value of the goods or 

chattel that the defendant must take before the crime rises from petit larcenyto grand larceny. The same threshold is increased for certain   01/18/12  House: Subcommittee recommends passing by indefinitely by voice vote

HB 836 Restraint of certain prisoners.: Patrick A. Hope Prohibits a 

state, regional, local, or juvenile correctional facility from using restraints on any prisoner who is pregnant during labor, transport to a medical facility, delivery, or postpartum recovery unless the warden, superintendent, or jailor finds there is a compelling reason to believe that the prisoner poses serious harm to herself or others, is a flight risk, or cannot be reasonably restrained by other means. Such facility shall use the least restrictive restraints necessary on any inmate in the second or third trimester of pregnancy. 01/18/12 House: Assigned MPPS sub: #2

HB 1023 Income tax, state or corporate; tax credit for hiring certain 

individuals. David L. Englin  Establishes beginning January 1, 2012, an 

individual and corporate income tax credit for taxpayers hiring individuals 

released from incarceration into new jobs paying an annual salary of at least 

$50,000. Individuals released from incarceration are persons who were released from incarceration for conviction of a felony within the five years immediately preceding the date on which the person was hired into the new job. The tax credit would equal $500 each year for five years for each such employee holding the new job continuously throughout the year. No credit would be allowed for any year in which the number of full-time employees of the taxpayer is less than the average annual number of full-time employees of the taxpayer in the immediately preceding three years. 01/11/12 House: Referred to Committee on Finance

HB 1098 Civil rights; automatically restored to certain persons for 

eligibility to register to vote.: Charniele L. Herring  Provides for the 

automatic restoration of civil rights to persons convicted of nonviolent 

felonies (excepting election fraud crimes) upon completion of sentence, 

including any term of probation or parole, and the payment of all restitution,fines, costs, and fees assessed as a result of the felony conviction  01/11/12  House: Referred to Committee on Militia, Police and Public Safety
HOUSE BILL (HB) WE OPPOSE
HB 389 Criminal law; redefinition of the triggerman rule.: C. Todd 

Gilbert.  Redefines the "triggerman rule," which currently provides that only 

the actual perpetrator of a capital murder is eligible for the death penalty and that accessories and principals in the second degree can be punished only as if guilty of first degree murder. This bill allows principals in the second degreed and accessories before the fact to be charged as principals in the first degree in the cases of murder for hire, murder involving a continuing criminal enterprise, and terrorism. This bill allows, in all other cases of capital murder, a principal in the second degree to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he had the same intent to kill as the principal in the first degree. The bill allows an accessory before the fact to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he ordered or directed the willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing.  01/13/12  House: Assigned Courts sub: Criminal

HB 954 Criminal law; redefinition of the triggerman rule. Robert B. Bell 

Redefines the "triggerman rule," which currently provides that only the actual perpetrator of a capital murder is eligible for the death penalty and that accessories and principals in the second degree can be punished only as if guilty of first degree murder. This bill allows principals in the second degree and accessories before the fact to be charged as principals in the first degree in the cases of murder for hire, murder involving a continuing criminal enterprise, and terrorism. This bill allows, in all other cases of capital murder, a principal in the second degree to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he had the same intent to kill as the principal in the first degree. The bill allows an accessory before the fact to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he ordered or directed the willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing. 01/16/12  House: Assigned Courts sub: #1 Criminal

HB 718 Juveniles; trial as adults. Terry G. Kilgore Allows prosecutors 

the discretion to have juveniles charged with violations of certain gang 

offenses and repeat violations of certain drug offenses to be transferred to the circuit court for trial as an adult. The bill also provides that juveniles charged with an offense defined as an act of violence, if previously adjudicated delinquent of an act of violence, are automatically transferred to the circuit court for trial as an adult. 01/11/12  House: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

HOUSE STUDY (HJ) – WE SUPPORT
HJ 17 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); restoration of civil 

rights. Joseph D. Morrissey. Authorizes the General Assembly to provide by 

general law for the restoration of civil rights for persons convicted of 

felonies who have completed service of their sentence including any period or 

condition of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. The present 

Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the Governor. The proposed 

amendment retains the right of the Governor to restore civil rights and adds the alternative for restoration of rights pursuant to general law. 01/03/12  House:Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections

HJ 122 Study; parole; report.: Mark D. Sickles Establishes a joint 

subcommittee to study reinstituting parole in the Commonwealth. 01/18/12  House: HJ122 FAILED (PASS INDEFINATLY) ON 1/19/2012 – SEE FULL BILL ATTACHED. FOR A SECOND CHANCE WITH A STUDY, 100,000 ONLINE SIGNATURES REQUIRED AT THOUSANDKITES.ORG COMMUNITY RESTORATION CAMPAIGN; FAMILIES & LOVED ONES TO CALL THEIR STATE HOUSE DELEGATE AND REQUEST RECONSIDERATION TO THE STUDY. GET READY FOR 2013 TO PROMOTE BOTH THE REINSTATEMENT OF PAROLE AND THE 65% EARNED SENTENCE CREDIT.  BOTH ARE SIMILAR WITH DIFFERENT TITLE NAMES.  RIHD IS ALREADY WORKING ON 2013 LEGISLATION.  THOUSANDKITES.ORG COMMUNITY RESTORATION MEETING – TUESDAY – MARCH 20, 2012 – 6PM TO 8PM – FELLOWSHIP HALL – WESLEY MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH- 1720 MECHANICSVILLE TURNPIKE- RICHMOND – VA 23223 (804) 426-4426.  WE NEED PRISONER FAMILIES TO VOLUNTEER TO CO-HOST A MEETING IN THE TIDEWATER, SOUTHWESTERN VA, NORTHERN VA DURING 2011. MEETING CAN BE HELD AT LIBRARY CONFERENCE, CHURCH, COMMUNITY CENTER. 

HJ 125 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); restoration of 

civil rights. Betsy B. Carr  Authorizes the General Assembly to provide by 

general law for the restoration of civil rights for persons convicted of 

felonies who have completed service of their sentence including any period or 

condition of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. Currently the 

Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the Governor. The proposed 

amendment retains the right of the Governor to restore civil rights and adds the alternative for restoration of rights pursuant to general law. 01/11/12  House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections

HJ 126 Study; solitary confinement; JLARC: Patrick A. Hope .Directs the 

Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the use of solitary 

confinement by the Department of Corrections. 01/13/12  House: Assigned Courts sub: Civil

HJ 127 Study; Crime Commission; determining best use of resources for 

helping released nonviolent offenders  Matthew James.  Directs the Virginia 

State Crime Commission to study the creation of a rating mechanism to determine which nonviolent felony offenders would be best served by receiving aid in obtaining employment post-release. 01/11/12  House: Referred to Committee on Rules

SENATE BILL(SB)– WE SUPPORT
SUPPORT:: SB 71 Grand larceny; threshold amount. Bryce E. Reeves (elect) 

Increases from $200 to $500 the threshold amount of money or the value of the 

goods or chattel that the defendant must take before the crime rises from petit larceny to grand larceny. The same threshold is increased for certain property crimes. 01/05/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
SB 72 Grand larceny; threshold amount. Bryce E. Reeves (elect) Increases 

from $200 to $750 the threshold amount of money or the value of the goods or 

chattel that the defendant must take before the crime rises from petit larceny to grand larceny. The same threshold is increased for certain property crimes.01/05/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 91 Civil commitment of sexually violent predators.: Janet D. Howell  Removes current language citing the Static-99 and score of "5" as the factor that determines whether violent sex offenders who are being released from prison must be referred for further review for possible civil commitment as a sexually violent predator. In its place, the bill directs the Commissioner of the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to prescribe a 

process for the Department of Corrections to use to identify offenders who 

warrant further assessment as a possible sexually violent predator. The 

Departments must report biennially to the General Assembly on the process being used. This bill is derived from the Joint Legislative Audit and Review 

Commission staff report entitled Review of the Civil Commitment of Sexually 

Violent Predators released at the November 2011 JLARC meeting. 01/09/12  Senate:Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 247 Child support; DCE to withhold payments from prisoners who maintain job within Department. Mark D. Obenshain | Requires the Department to withhold child support payments out of moneys paid to prisoners who maintain a job within the Department. Child support payments owed will also be withheld from any inmate trust account established for the prisoner. 01/10/12 Senate: Referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services

SB 390 Juvenile life sentences.  David W. Marsden   Provides a 

mechanism for persons who are sentenced to life for a non-homicide offense 

committed while a juvenile to petition the court for a modification of sentence. 01/11/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SENATE BILL (SB) WE OPPOSE
SB 58 Criminal law; redefinition of the triggerman rule. Mark D. 

Obenshain. Redefines the "triggerman rule," which currently provides that only the actual perpetrator of a capital murder is eligible for the death penalty and that accessories and principals in the second degree can be punished only as if guilty of first degree murder. This bill allows principals in the second degree and accessories before the fact to be charged as principals in the first degree in the cases of murder for hire, murder involving a continuing criminal enterprise, and terrorism. This bill allows, in all other cases of capital murder, a principal in the second degree to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he had the same intent to kill as the principal in the first degree. The bill allows an accessory before the fact to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he ordered or directed the willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing. 01/05/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 127 Sex offender registry; juvenile registration. : William M. 

Stanley, Jr..  Requires registration on the sex offender registry for juveniles who were over the age of 13 at the time of the offense who were adjudicated delinquent on or after July 1, 2005, of rape, forcible sodomy, or object sexual penetration. Information on juveniles adjudicated delinquent does not have to be made available on the public website. 01/10/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 412 Sex offender registry; juvenile registration.: Thomas K. Norment, 

Jr.  Requires registration on the sex offender registry for juveniles who were over the age of 13 at the time of the offense who were adjudicated delinquent on or after July 1, 2005, of rape, forcible sodomy or object sexual penetration.01/11/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 419 Juveniles; trial as adults: William M. Stanley, Jr. Allows 

prosecutors the discretion to have juveniles charged with violations of certain gang offenses and repeat violations of certain drug offenses to be transferred to the circuit court for trial as an adult. The bill also provides that juveniles charged with an offense defined as an act of violence, if previously adjudicated delinquent of an act of violence, are automatically transferred to the circuit court for trial as an adult. 01/11/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SB 583 Courts not of record; circuit court hearing; termination of 

juvenile court jurisdiction; objections. John S. Edwards.  Provides, in certain violent felony cases, for a juvenile's right to appeal to the circuit court the attorney for the Commonwealth's decision to certify that the juvenile's case be transferred to the circuit court for trial as an adult. If the juvenile appeals the decision to transfer, the circuit court will conduct a hearing on the merits, using factors currently used by the juvenile and domestic relations district court for transfer decisions.01/18/12  Senate: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

SENATE STUDIES (SJ) – WE SUPPORT
SJ 64 Study; Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission to study offender 

classification; report. L. Louise Lucas Requests the Virginia Criminal 

Sentencing Commission to study rating nonviolent felony offenses to aid certain classes of offenders in obtaining gainful employment. 01/10/12 Senate: Referred to Committee on Rules

SJ 93 Study; solitary confinement; JLARC.: Adam P. Ebbin. Directs the 

Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the use of solitary 

confinement by the Department of Corrections. 01/11/12  Senate: Referred to 

Committee on Rules

 ###
2012 SESSION

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 122 (2012)
Offered January 11, 2012     Prefiled January 11, 2012 
January 19, 2012:  Legislation FAILED (Pass by indefinite)

Establishing a joint subcommittee to study reinstituting parole in the Commonwealth. Report.
Patron:  Delegate Mark D. Sickles   (D) - House District 43                                                                           General Assembly Building, Room 703 - Capitol Square -Richmond, Virginia 23219                                                     (804) 698-1043 email: DelMSickles@house.virginia.gov                                                                                              Mailing address:  P.O. Box 10628 - Franconia, Virginia 22310 - (703) 922-6440                                 Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice 
WHEREAS, since 1995, a year after the Virginia General Assembly passed legislation to abolish parole, Virginia has built 13 new prisons and a number of regional jails and jail expansions; and

WHEREAS, prior to the abolishment of parole there were roughly 18,000 prisoners in the Commonwealth. There are approximately 9,000 still in the Department of Corrections under the old parole law. With abolishment of parole, the prison population grew from 18,000 in 1994 to 36,000 in 2005 and caused larger portions of government funds to go to prison construction and the gradual elimination of college and vocational programs from prisons in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the abolishment of parole and the imposition of mandatory sentencing led to the expansion of the prison population; and

WHEREAS, numerous studies and statistics demonstrate that the costs of imprisoning people far exceed the financial costs of educating or sending people to college; and

WHEREAS, restoration of the parole law and a 65 percent standard of minimum time served will allow for the closing of unnecessary and costly prisons; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That a joint subcommittee be established to study reinstituting parole in the Commonwealth. The joint subcommittee shall have a total membership of 13 members who shall consist of 10 legislative members, two nonlegislative citizen members, and one ex officio member. Members shall be appointed as follows: six members of the House of Delegates to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates in accordance with the principles of proportional representation contained in the Rules of the House of Delegates; four members of the Senate to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules; one nonlegislative citizen member who serves as an attorney for the Commonwealth to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates, and one nonlegislative citizen member who serves as an attorney for the Commonwealth to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules. The Chairman of the Virginia Parole Board or his designee shall serve ex officio with nonvoting privileges. Nonlegislative citizen members of the joint subcommittee shall be citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Unless otherwise approved in writing by the chairman of the joint subcommittee and the respective Clerk, nonlegislative citizen members shall only be reimbursed for travel originating and ending within the Commonwealth of Virginia for the purpose of attending meetings. If a companion joint resolution of the other chamber is agreed to, written authorization of both Clerks shall be required. The joint subcommittee shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership, who shall be members of the General Assembly. 

In conducting its study, the joint subcommittee shall consider whether reinstituting parole will benefit the citizens of the Commonwealth as a whole.

Administrative staff support shall be provided by the Office of the Clerk of the House of Delegates. Legal, research, policy analysis, and other services as requested by the joint subcommittee shall be provided by the Division of Legislative Services. Technical assistance shall be provided by Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the joint subcommittee for this study, upon request.

The joint subcommittee shall be limited to four meetings for the 2012 interim, and the direct costs of this study shall not exceed $21,200 without approval as set out in this resolution. Approval for unbudgeted nonmember-related expenses shall require the written authorization of the chairman of the joint subcommittee and the respective Clerk. If a companion joint resolution of the other chamber is agreed to, written authorization of both Clerks shall be required.

No recommendation of the joint subcommittee shall be adopted if a majority of the House members or a majority of the Senate members appointed to the joint subcommittee (i) vote against the recommendation and (ii) vote for the recommendation to fail notwithstanding the majority vote of the joint subcommittee. 

The joint subcommittee shall complete its meetings by November 30, 2012, and the chairman shall submit to the Division of Legislative Automated Systems an executive summary of its findings and recommendations no later than the first day of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The executive summary shall state whether the joint subcommittee intends to submit to the General Assembly and the Governor a report of its findings and recommendations for publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary and the report shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.

Implementation of this resolution is subject to subsequent approval and certification by the Joint Rules Committee. The Committee may approve or disapprove expenditures for this study, extend or delay the period for the conduct of the study, or authorize additional meetings during the 2012 interim. 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+mbr+H172

2012 SESSION

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 49                                                                                                                       House Amendments in [ ] -- January 20, 2012                                                                                               Approving the Executive Reorganization Plan submitted by the Governor.                                                    Patron Prior to Engrossment--Delegate Gilbert                                                                                                Referred to Committee on General Laws

AND

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 66
Senate Amendments in [ ] – January 18, 2012

Approving the Executive Reorganization Plan submitted by the Governor.  
Patron Prior to Engrossment--Senator McDougle----------

Referred to Committee on General Laws and Technology

----------

RIHD & PAFERJ OPPOSED BOTH STUDIES TO DISMANTLE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL EDUCATION AND PLACE UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS CONTROL.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR STATE HOUSE DELEGATE (HJ) AND SENATE JOINT (SJ) IN OPPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY STUDY
WHEREAS, Article 2 (§ 2.2-127 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 2.2, entitled Executive Reorganization, directs the Governor from time to time to examine the organization of all executive agencies and determine what changes therein are necessary to (i) promote better execution of the laws, the more effective management of the executive branch of state government and of its agencies and functions, and the expeditious administration of the public business; (ii) reduce expenditures and promote economy to the fullest extent consistent with the efficient operation of state government; (iii) increase the efficiency of the operations of state government to the fullest extent practicable; (iv) group, coordinate, and consolidate agencies and functions of state government, as nearly as may be, according to major purposes; (v) reduce the number of agencies by consolidating those having similar functions under a single head, and to abolish such agencies or functions thereof that are not necessary for the efficient conduct of the state government; and (vi) eliminate overlapping and duplication of effort; and

WHEREAS, Article 2 (§ 2.2-127 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 2.2 requires the Governor to prepare a plan for reorganization and transmit the plan to each house of the General Assembly at least 45 days prior to the commencement of a regular or special session of the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, on November 25, 2011, the Governor submitted his reorganization plan to the Clerks of the House of Delegates and the Senate of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Article 2 (§ 2.2-127 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 2.2 requires that, in order to become effective, the Governor's reorganization plan must be approved by the House of Delegates and the Senate of Virginia by resolution in whole or in part. Further, any portion of the reorganization plan may be deleted by either the Senate or the House of Delegates; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's reorganization plan in pertinent detail follows; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Governor's reorganization plan as contained in this resolution be approved [ , subject to the enactment of a bill by the 2012 Session of the General Assembly ] ; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor in order that he may be apprised of the sense of the General Assembly in this matter.

GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION PLAN.
NOVEMBER 25, 2011.
PUBLIC SAFETY 
39. Merge the Department of Correctional Education into the Department of Corrections and the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

The adult education functions of the Department of Correctional Education should be merged into the Department of Corrections, and the juvenile education functions of the Department of Correctional Education should be made a part of the Department of Juvenile Justice. The Department of Correctional Education should then be eliminated. 

The Department of Correctional Education serves two very distinct functions. The first is to provide adult and vocational education to inmates who are under the supervision of the Department of Corrections. The second is to serve as the local educational division equivalent for the youth who are detained at facilities run by the Department of Juvenile Justice. Because of the very distinct nature of these two responsibilities—providing adult education and providing juvenile education—there is little overlap between the two programs. 

Merging the adult education functions of the Department of Correctional Education into the structural organization of the Department of Corrections and the juvenile education functions as a part of the Department of Juvenile Justice will increase program efficiencies and provides cost savings. Rather than a stand-alone agency with its own management and other infrastructure needs, these two important functions could be divisions under the Department of Corrections and the Department of Juvenile Justice. Additionally, this arrangement would allow for better collaboration and integration of educational programs with the other programs and services provided by the Department of Corrections and the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

40. Eliminate the Board of Correctional Education.   RIHD Opposes this action.  DCE should remain independent.
The Board of Correctional Education’s primary function is to oversee the operations of the Department of Correctional Education. With the Department merging into the Department of Corrections and the Department of Juvenile Justice (see above), the Board is no longer necessary. 

The authority that the Board of Correctional Education currently holds should be transferred to the Board of Corrections and the Board of Juvenile Justice with the merger of the education functions.

41. Eliminate the Virginia Juvenile Enterprise Committee. 

The Virginia Juvenile Enterprise Committee reviews work program proposals for juveniles committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice. This authority is duplicative of authority granted to the Department of Juvenile Justice. The Juvenile Enterprise Committee is redundant and unnecessary. The Committee should be eliminated. 

42. Transfer the Functions of the Governor’s Office of Substance Abuse Prevention to the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

The responsibilities of the Governor’s Office of Substance Abuse Prevention should be transferred to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, and the Governor’s Office of Substance Abuse Prevention should be eliminated. 

The Code of Virginia states that it is "the responsibility of the Governor to administer the substance abuse prevention program within the Commonwealth." The program was designed to be the link between state and local law enforcement and substance abuse prevention efforts and was designed to administer federal grant funds that are no longer available. Dedicated staff are required to manage this program. It would be more appropriate to house it at an agency where the program can benefit from expertise and collaboration with other programs. In recent years, the primary objective of the Governor’s Office of Substance Abuse Prevention has been on alcohol abuse prevention. As such, the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control is the appropriate agency to administer the Commonwealth’s substance abuse prevention program in conjunction with its other prevention programs
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12

