[image: image1.jpg]mm "RIHD" *M‘




R.I.H.D., Inc.
PO Box 55, Highland Springs, Virginia 23075

Telephone/Text: (804) 426-4426

Web site:  www.rihd.org
Daily Updates:  InMateResource@yahoogroups.com
January 22, 2012

Dear prisoner, families and all concerned citizens,

It’s most unfortunate that proposed House Study - HJ 122 to reinstitute Parole to prisoners sentenced/incarcerated on/after January 1, 1995,  patron by  Delegate Mark D. Sickles (D) failed to make it out of sub-committee. You will read/hear that it “pass indefinitely” please note this is a legislative term that means it FAILED indefinitely and cannot be brought back in it’s current form; however, while the 2012 General Assembly session remains open until March 25 , there’s a slim chance, to reverse the  Sub and Committee decision and allow a study  to Reinstitute Parole (85%)proceed.  

 To be successful, it  will mean thousands of telephone calls, emails, and letters during the next couple of weeks from families, friends & communities with/without incarcerated loved on to the sub-committee and committee presiding over HJ122.   Two things all elected officials fear are public out-cries and  re-election failures.  They respect constituents whom take a active interest by voting and communication with their elected official.  Know the power of your vote and learn how bills are passed. 

RIHD & PAFERJ propose the following Agenda for the 2013 General Assembly 

1.  Send a “thank  you”  and request that  Delegate Mark D. Sickles (D)  continue to work on “said” legislation; to those in his district 43 extend an invitation to work  with him on  proposed legislation. Delegate Mark D. Sickles (D) in the House Delegate, District 43 at the following two addresses:  General Assembly Building Room 703 – Capitol Square – Richmond – Virginia 23219. Telephone:  (804) 986-1043

 District address is PO Box 10628 – Franconia – Virginia 22310.  Telephone number (703) 922-6440 and email:  DelMSickles@house.virginia.gov  Let Delegate Mark D. Sickles know that you are a member/supporter of the Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign of Virginia for fair and smart “earned” second chance laws. 

2. Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign for fair and smart “earned” second chance 100,000 online signatures.  Virginia residents, 18 years and older to go online, type in Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign or http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/  and register your name, address and email address in support of the bills and the Campaign.  Each online register will go directly to their district state senator, state house delegate, the Governor and to the Campaign.  The Campaign will use its online listing to encourage (through upcoming meetings, correspondence, communications) your district legislators to patron, co-patron the bills during the 2013 General Assembly.  We want to be able to say to those legislators opposed to the bills “500 “ constituents in your district support the bill and the campaign; here are their online support signatures. We want to give them something to think about early on (April-September).  During the month of September and October prisoner families, their communities reach out and follow-up, and gather a commitment from their district legislators.  By that time the online signatures should have grown tremendously. Don’t have a computer or email, surely you know someone, ask a family member, if you have a smart phone or blackberry that has free internet service on your cell phone or  visit your local library to set up a FREE yahoo or Gmail internet account.  From there you can visit the library once a week to check for our updates and/or visit our web site:  www.rihd.org or the thousandkites.org community restoration campaign website.   If there’s a will there’s a way!  

3. During the months of May, June and August the Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign (CRC) be available to provide advocacy training by Virginia Organizing and legislative workshop for the 2013 General Assembly by the Campaign to Virginia prisoner families, friends and its communities.  These workshops are important.  We need prisoner families to volunteer to provide a place/location to host the workshop/training (library conference room, local church, local college, community center) all without cost.  RIHD is a nonprofit 501 © 3 organization.  If you or you know of someone willing to assist us, please contact us as soon as possible with the volunteer person’s contact information, the date and location for the workshop so we can publish it, post in local newspapers and inform the prisoners.  

4. September, October and November Public Meetings with your area legislators.  This will be a regional meeting with invitation extended to all legislators within the region.  Again we need prisoner families to volunteer to provide a place/location to host these regional town hall meetings.
5. December will be Call-In to our entire district state legislator for and oppose to the bills.  Every elected person will receive an out pour of calls from its citizens with/without incarcerated loved one!  Calls will be massive and continuously.  We want to shut the phone system down due to overcalls.

6. RIHD & PAFERJ Monthly Meeting, Every 3rd Tuesday, 6pm to 8pm in the Fellowship Hall of Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church – 1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike – Richmond – Virginia 23223 (East End)  Families, friends and loved ones residing in Richmond, Henrico, Hanover, Chesterfield, Petersburg,  New Kent,  Amelia, Jarrett, Emporia, Brunswick, Lawrenceville, Powhatan,  need to step up, stop with the excuses and be the voice for the voiceless.  You all reside less than one hour from where RIHD and PAFERJ meetings.  Especially, those families residing in Richmond, Henrico, Hanover, Chesterfield, Petersburg and Powhatan, no excuse!  Our office and meetings are located on the bus line.  The bus stops in front of the Church.  Twelve (12) months a year and you can’t make it to one meeting?   The same applies to persons residing in Hampton and Norfolk and surrounding area.  We have two really nice Mothers whom can’t get prisoner families to work, organize and host meetings.  
7. Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign 3rd Annual Advocacy Day either Thursday Jan. 10 or Thursday Jan 17.  Mark your calendar now for both dates; prepare to join us as we walk the hall of our General Assembly meeting with our individual district state senator and house delegate.  Generally we meet at 9am for an hour brief training and handouts at the General Assembly.  From 10am to 1pm we make our rounds.  We advise families, constituents to pre-arrange an appointment prior to advocacy day with your district state legislators.  1pm to 2pm Lunch & Follow-Up.  The goal is at least one/two family member to visit each state legislator.  
A couple of housekeeping notations.

· Prisoners, you must submit let us know you have moved, transferred or release.

· When requesting information, you must enclose a self addressed stamped envelope or two stamps.

· To avoid wasting postage, when requesting updates, your mail may be delayed until the next newsletter.  Reentry request, time sensitive, inhumane/medical emergencies are responded to as soon as possible without delays.  
· RIHD & PAFERJ are non-funded all volunteer groups, depending solely upon private donations, will you consider donation (monetary, postage stamps, in kind services)?  Our printing and postage cost is extremely costly.  Ten (10) years ago, we sent monthly news updates to every member prisoner and their family.  Today, we can barely send out twice a year.  Our number of prisoners and families have grown, however, the self addressed stamped envelopes and postage has not.  Donations $25 or more is tax deductible per IRS 501© 3 rules.  
· A BIG thank you to prisoner families whom attended the Jan 12 Advocacy Day and /or the January 14 VPA Workshop Conference, March & Rally honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday; especially persons from Tidewater and Charlottesville area.  However, it’s unfortunate that Richmonders and the surrounding areas were not representative either day.
This is Lillie Branch-Kennedy (Ms. K), executive director, with the nonprofit, non-partisan, all volunteer, statewide criminal justice/prison reform advocacy, Resource Information Help for the Disadvantaged (RIHD).  Promoting “fair and commonsense” earned second chance laws; successful reentry and restoring the family and its community.   Our goals are obtainable and we shall continue in the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about that matter.”   Will you the prisoner, the prisoner family, loved ones, friends and it’s community join us, support us and do what little you can to help make a BIG difference!

As always, Peace and Blessings,

Lillie (Ms. K) Branch-Kennedy
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http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/
Photos above:  Ordinary Citizens with/without incarcerated loves, whom support the Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign for “Earned” Second Chance 

